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Opening Prayer

usccb.org/synod

“The synod is a process of 

spiritual discernment, of 

ecclesial discernment, that 

unfolds in adoration, in 

prayer and in dialogue

with the word of God.”

Pope Francis
Homily from Opening of the Synodal Path 

10 October 2021
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Agenda

• First Reflection

• Small Groups

• Large Group Sharing

usccb.org/synod

• Second Reflection

• Large Group Q & A

• Closing



www.synod.va 4

Father, they are your gift to me.

I wish that where I am they also may 

be with me, that they may see my glory 

that you gave me, because you loved 

me before the foundation of the world.

John 17:24
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Reflection Questions

usccb.org/synod

❖What are your hopes for the Diocesan 

Synthesis?

❖What most worries you about preparing the 

Synthesis?

❖How will you prepare in advance to integrate 

prayer into this labor?
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For you know the gracious act of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake 

he became poor although he was rich, 

so that by his poverty you might 

become rich.

usccb.org/synod

2 Corinthians 8:9
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Silence

”Savior" 

Henry Ossawa Tanner

ca. 1900-1905. 

Photo of painting from Vanderbilt University Library.
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Q & A

usccb.org/synod

❖Please put your name in the chat

OR

❖Please put a question in the chat



www.synod.va 9

Important Information & Dates

• “Region XVI” Registration: www.usccb.org/synod Deadline to register is 

Tuesday, May 31st. 

• Individual Contributions: www.usccb.org/synod

• Regional Synthesis Writing Teams are being formed now. If you are 

interested in volunteering, please speak with your bishop, who can notify 

the regional rep of your interest. 

• Tuesday, June 21st: Beyond the Consultation Phase. If your diocese has 

plans for synodality beyond the synthesis, please reach out to the Synod 

Team.

• Thursday, June 30th: Diocesan Syntheses Due. Links to the forms have 

been sent out. 

usccb.org/synod

http://www.usccb.org/synod
http://www.usccb.org/synod

